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LIE DETECTOR ORDER CALLED CIVIL LIBERTIES ISSUE 
BY JUDI HASSON 

President Reagan's new directive to plug the leaks of classified information” 
raises serious civil liberties concerns and “slacks of a government that lust 
bullies its people,' 1 critics said Saturday. 


Rep. Don Edwards, D-Calif., said the administration order requiring federal 
employees with security clearances to submit to lie detector tests in a leak 
investigation has ‘‘a totalitarian ring to it.'' 


Edwards said the House civil and constitutional rights subcommittee, which he 
chairs, will hold hearings. 

Reagan, increasingly annoyed over leaks of classified information to the 
media and others, issued the order Friday. It establishes for the first time a 
standard policy on using lie detector tests. 3 


The order requires all federal agencies to amend their policies to allow 
polygraph tests and warns that workers who refuse to take a test, if requested 
may be subject to "adverse consequences." ’ re 9 UB ^ed 
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But Edwards, a former FBI agent, said making polygraph tests mandatory raises 
them°elvEs n ^' ltUti0nSl que£tl0RS bec3USE procedure makes "people sr.itch on 
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bandsu > legislative director of the American Civil Liberties Union 
said the directive is a very serious civil liberties issue and part of the ’ 
Reagan administration 's pattern of stopping the free flow of information. 


f £ ad attempt to stifle dissent within government and stop the flow of 
information from the government to the American people," Landau said. 
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